Whittington Parish Council
                   Monday 18th  May 2026 in Whittington Village Hall

Annual Parishioners Assembly
Present: Cllrs Hall, the Clerk G.Newton and 5 members of the public. 
The guidelines for the meeting were outlined. Items discussed were the availability of the statistics from the SpIDs; the proposed road closure on Main Street opposite The Maltings on 28th July for 4 days for gas pipe works; Degradation and numerous, hazardous potholes along the B6254 through the Parish; Open Gardens 4th July; The last section of Railings Paintings to be organised.

Minutes for the Annual Parish Council Meeting
Contact: The Clerk Gillian Newton, 14 Marton Drive, Bare, Morecambe, LA4 6RB.
Tel: 0777 3678608           Email: clerk@whittington-pc.gov.uk 
Agenda & Full Minutes of meetings available on the noticeboard, by request from the Clerk & on the website https://www.whittington-pc.gov.uk/ 
Audit details available by request & on the website https://www.whittington-pc.gov.uk/other-documents/ 
Present at the meeting were Cllrs Colin Hall, Malcolm Fell, David Hutton, Janet Preston, Ray Woollard, the Clerk Gillian Newton, County Cllr Shaun Crimmins, City Cllr Ross Hunter and 2 members of the public. 

1635 No apologies for absence were received.
1636    Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting Monday 20th May 2025 were read. Error minute 1629 Shooting Rights remain at £200 p/a; agreed by Cllrs and signed as a true record by Cllr Hall.
1637     No matters arose from the previous minutes. 
1638     PACT Annual report : 2025 – 2026       PACT Police & Communities Together
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/lancashire-constabulary/upper-lune-valley/?tab=CrimeMap 
Feb – none, March – Violence and sexual offence; Anti-social behaviour, April & May – none,
June & July – Anti-social behaviour, August, September, October and November – none,
December – Violence and sexual offence; Anti-social behaviour, January & February – none.
Crimes are recorded as on or near the postcode and may not be at an identified property. 
1639   Chair’s report  - 
This being my 10th report as Chairman of Whittington Parish Council it is encouraging again to highlight some of the achievements your Parish Councillors have secured over the last 12 months. 
All will have noticed that after prolonged negotiations with the local and County authorities that traffic calming measures i.e SPIDS, have been installed either end of the village Main Street. 
For years Parish Council have been conscious of concerns from residents regarding traffic through the village and despite lack of funds and resources from the Local Authority we have been able to self-fund measures that will now go some way to improving traffic flow in Whittington. 
Future data collected from the SPIDS will be used in our continuing efforts to explore and implement further traffic calming measures. 
As Chairman I must make special mention of both Cllr. Janet Preston and Cllr. Ray Woollard who for the last 12 months have taken it upon themselves to research, purchase and physically install these monitors. Thank you.
Still on traffic calming issues you will all be aware of the efforts of Cllr. Preston in organising and coordinating a joint meeting of Lune Valley Parish Councils and relevant agencies including Police and Lancashire Highways held here in Whittington to reiterate residents concerns on traffic impact in general. Parish Council will continue to focus on further improvements and press the relevant agencies to deliver on their promises made over the past 12 months.

As ever, mention must be made recognising all those volunteers who have again painted the village railings, erected the annual Christmas tree, maintaining the riverside path and of course organising and attending the village litter pick. 
The much anticipated bi-annual Open Garden of Whittington will take place this year on July 4th with further details being published in Whittington News, on the village website (whittington-pc.gov.uk) and Facebook closer to the event. 
All will have noticed that Whittington Farm development is now well underway. 
An influx of new residents and the attendant challenges that this will bring is recognised by the Parish Council who will engage at the earliest opportunity to make sure these residents are welcomed in the village. 
I have to mention the retirement of Gillian Newton, our Parish Clerk. Gillian has been with us for over 15 years and has now decided to retire. Parish Council would like to put on record our heartfelt thanks for the time and effort she has devoted to what can be at time a challenging position. 
At the time of writing the position of Parish Clerk is still vacant and should anyone be interested in this remunerated position please get in touch with myself, Gillian or any other Parish Councillor. 
In conclusion I would like to take this opportunity in thanking all those who have supported the Parish Council over the last 12 months, those who have attended our public forum prior to the bi-monthly Parish Council meetings and all those volunteers too numerous to mention for continuing to contribute to the vibrancy of what is quite a nice place to live. 
Colin Hall Chairman 
1640. Clerk’s report - The closing balance in the Current Account at the end of March 2026 is £4,246.10            
 The  reconciliation shows the true balance to be £4,220.30 
Cheque 723 £00.80 error at bank, written off, Clerk’s expenses; Cheque 757 £25.00 not yet lodged, British Legion Poppy Appeal.
The closing balance in the Bonus Saver account at the end of March 2026 is £150.13      
 Precept received from Lancaster City Council of £6,200,00 as requested.
 The accounts have been internally audited by Anne Pettifor May 2026. The accounts are due to be audited externally by PK Littlejohn July 2026 . Certificate of Exemption  completed and returned to external auditors.
The Annual Return, cash book, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating to the accounts will be available for inspection and to make copies by request, from Wednesday 3rd June to Tuesday 14th July 2026 as required by regulations.
1641. Election of Chair, Vice-Chair, LALC representative and Trustee for Whittington Charity.
[bookmark: _Hlk7959347]Chair : Cllr Hall was nominated by Cllr Hutton and seconded by Cllr Preston. Cllr Hall agreed to remain as Chairperson.
Vice Chair : Cllr Fell stood down. Cllr Janet Preston nominated by Cllr Hutton and seconded by Cllr Fell. Cllr Preston agreed to become  Vice-Chairperson.
Cllrs agreed no LALC representative was required and that Cllrs would attend meetings when available.
Trustee : Cllr Preston agreed to be the Trustee representative.

1642. Finances:
Annual Grazing Rights - Cllrs agreed to continue at £50 p/a 
Annual Shooting Rights – Cllrs agreed £200 p/a, with the proviso that land opposite the Chestnuts be used by the Parish Council and the community for an annual event.
The acreage for Whittington Quarry is 1.6 acres. What 3 words is -    Voice. Joystick. Letter 

Clerk’s Salary to remain at £400.00 gross quarterly until current Clerk retires agreed by Cllrs. Renumeration to be discussed and agreed as future Clerk takes over.
1643.  All members present signed new Declarations of Acceptance of Office and agreed there are no changes to be made to the Notification by Members of Parish Council of Other Interests and the Disclosable Pecuniary Interests forms.

1644. Risk Assessment of street furniture, assets, fidelity guarantee and transparency requirements completed.  

1645. Proposed dates for the following year were agreed on the 3rd Monday of alternate months.
2026, 20th  July, 21st September, 16th November
	2027 28th January, 15th March, 17th May, 19th July, 20th September, 15th November
1646. No Business introduced by Councillors. 
